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Our ongoing Color of Coronavirus project monitors how and where COVID-19 

mortalit\ is inequitabl\ impacting certain communitiesÉto guide polic\ and 

communit\ responses. Last week, the United StatesË COVID-19 death toll reached 

half a million. We have documented the race and ethnicit\ for 94% of these 

cumulative deaths in the United States.

Even as vaccine distribution ramps up across the U.S., the virusË recent toll has 

been devastating for all groups. Our latest update shows death tolls accelerating 

in the last four weeks compared to the prior period (mostl\ Januar\ 2021), which 

had also notched record losses until this update e[ceeded them. 

TKH OaVW IRXU ZHHNV KaYH \LHOdHd WKH KLJKHVW QXPbHU RI QHZ dHaWKV VLQcH 

WKH VWaUW RI WKH SaQdHPLc IRU aOO JURXSV H[cHSW BOacN aQd PacLILc IVOaQdHU 

APHULcaQV, IRU ZKRP LW ZaV WKH VHcRQd PRVW dHadO\ VWUHWcK. (Black 

Americans suffered the greatest losses in the month of April 2020Éespeciall\ in 

cities where the pandemic first ragedÉwhile Pacific Islanders saw their highest 

death toll in our Feb. 2 update.)

Note that March 3 ends the third deadliest four-week period since the beginning 

of the pandemic according to data compiled b\ the COVID Tracking Project. (The 

first and second deadliest periods were in Januar\ and December, respectivel\.) 

Thus, it is likel\ that some of the apparent increase in deaths reflected below 

come from reclassification of deaths b\ race and ethnicit\. In fact, over the last 

four weeks the number of deaths with an unknown race or ethnicit\ has 

decreased b\ more than 13,000.



SoYrce: APM ReWearch Lab½� GeX Xhe daXa½� CreaXed [iXh DaXa[rapper

The TaWX 4 [eekW haZe beeR Xhe deadPieWX
COVID-19 WXVeXch Sf Xhe TaRdeQic fSV aPP VaciaP
gVSYTW bYX BPack aRd Paci¦c IWPaRdeV AQeVicaRW
Ne[ deaXhW VeTSVXed MR Xhe 4 [eeOW TVMSV XS daXe WhS[R, MR aPP U.S. WXaXeW aRd
WaWhMRgXSR, D.C.
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In 2021, we switched to the latest population estimates for denominators used to 

calculate rates and percentages, and began new trend lines for rates dating from 

Dec. 8, 2020. Indigenous and Black Americans continue to suffer the highest 

actual rates of loss, followed closel\ b\ Pacific Islanders. (The new rates should 

not be directl\ compared to our prior data. To e[amine trends during 2020, we 

recommend viewing our December update or 2020 \ear-in-review.)  

SSYVce: APM ReWeaVch Lab½� GeX Xhe daXa½� CVeaXed [iXh DaXa[VaTTeV

Indigenous, Black & Paci¦c Islander Americans
haZe e\perienced the highest death tolls from
COVID-19
CYQYPaXiZe acXYaP (cVYde) COVID-19 QSVXaPiX] VaXeW TeV 100,000, b] Vace aRd
eXhRiciX], Dec. 8, 2020-MaVch 2, 2021
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PSTYPaXiSR eWXiQaXeW fVSQ Xhe U.S. CeRWYW BYVeaY, PaXeWX AQeVicaR CSQQYRiX] SYVZe]. FiZe-
]eaV eWXiQaXeW haZe beeR YWed fSV IRdigeRSYW aRd Paci¦c IWPaRdeV VaXeW, XS iQTVSZe daXa
VePiabiPiX].

As with prior releases, we have also adjusted these mortalit\ rates for 

differences in the age distribution of populations (which differ across race 

groups and states), a common and important tool that health researchers use to 

compare diseases that affect age groups differentl\. At the national level, this 

results in even larger documented mortalit\ disparitiesÉPacLILc IVOaQdHU, 



LaWLQR, IQdLJHQRXV aQd BOacN APHULcaQV aOO KaYH a COVID-19 dHaWK UaWH RI 

dRXble RU PRUH WKaW RI WKLWH aQd AVLaQ APHULcaQV, ZKR H[SHULHQcH WKH 

ORZHVW aJH-adMXVWHd UaWHV. 

Our team at APM Research Lab has independentl\ compiled these death 

statistics, beginning in earl\ April 2020. (Learn more about how.) The result is 

the most robust and up-to-date portrait of COVID-19 mortalit\ b\ race available 

an\where, with a focus on disproportionate deaths.

See oYr [ork ciXed in The GYardian, The AXlanXic, ForbeW, CNN, NBC Ne[W, Vo\, 
JAMA, PoliXico, Ne[W[eek, Al Ja^eera, Xhe WaWhingXon PoWX, The Hill, Xhe Ne[ 

York TimeW and nYmeroYW oXher oYXleXW. 

KEY FINDINGS (from daXa XhroYgh March 2):

Ð These are the documented, nationwide actual mortalit\ impacts from 

COVID-19 data (aggregated from all available U.S. states and the District of 

Columbia) for all race groups since the start of the pandemic. 

1 LQ 390 IQdLJHQRXV APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 256.0 deaths per 100,000)

1 LQ 555 BOacN APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 179.8 deaths per 100,000)

1 LQ 565 PacLILc IVOaQdHU APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 176.6 deaths per 

100,000)

1 LQ 665 WKLWH APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 150.2 deaths per 100,000)

1 LQ 680 LaWLQR APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 147.3 deaths per 100,000)

1 LQ 1,040 AVLaQ APHULcaQV KaV dLHd (or 96.0 deaths per 100,000)

Ð IQdLJHQRXV APHULcaQV KaYH WKH KLJKHVW acWXaO COVID-19 PRUWaOLW\ UaWHV 

QaWLRQZLdHÉabout 2.7 times as high as the rate for Asians, who have the 

lowest actual rates. Indigenous people have also seen their mortalit\ rate 

accelerate the fastest in the past four weeks. 

Ð AdMXVWLQJ WKH daWa IRU aJH dLIIHUHQcHV LQ UacH JURXSV widens the gap in 

the overall mortalit\ rates between all other groups compared to White and 



Asian Americans, who have the lowest age-adjusted rates. The Indigenous 

population has the highest age-adjusted mortalit\ rate, followed b\ Pacific 

Islander, Latino and Black residents, as shown in the graph below. (A fuller 

discussion of our indirectl\ age-adjusted rates follows.)

Adjusted for age, other racial groups are this
man] times more likel] to have died of COVID-19
than White Americans
Re§ects cumulatiZe mortalit] rates calculated through March½2, 2021.
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Indirect age-adjustment has been used. On April 15, 2021 the age-adjusted mortalit] rate for
the nation�s Indigenous population [as corrected from [hat had preZiousl] been published

Ð Of the more than 520,000 cumulative U.S. deaths catalogued in this Color of 

Coronavirus update, WKHVH aUH WKH QXPbHUV RI OLYHV ORVW b\ JURXS: AVLaQ 

(17,747), BOacN (73,236), IQdLJHQRXV (5,477), LaWLQR (89,071), PacLILc 

IVOaQdHU (830) aQd WKLWH APHULcaQV (299,915). Additionall\, 10,358 deaths 

are recorded as ÍotherÎ race (and, due to uneven state-level reporting, 

include more Indigenous and Pacific Islander people, as well as multiracial 

individuals). Another 28,787 deaths that have occurred currentl\ have an 

unknown race, a decline of more than 13,000 since our last update.

HOW TO EXAMINE THE DATA:

1. TRENDS: EXPLORE DATA FOR THE U.S. OR A SINGLE STATE OVER TIME, 
COMPARING GROUPS

AcXYal morXaliX] raXe, e\preWWed per 100,000 or

NYmber of reporXed deaXhW b] race and eXhniciX]



2. TOTALS: EXPLORE DATA FOR THE U.S. OR A SINGLE STATE, COMPARING 
GROUPS

AcXYal morXaliX] raXeW and age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXeW, e\preWWed per 
100,000 or

NYmber of reporXed deaXhW b] race and eXhniciX] 

3. SUMMARIES: EXPLORE ALL DATA FOR A SINGLE GROUP AND COMPARE ALL 
STATES ON A MAP

AWian AmericanW ` Black AmericanW ` IndigenoYW AmericanW ` LaXino AmericanW `  
NaXiZe Ha[aiian & OXher Paci¦c IWlander AmericanW  ` WhiXe AmericanW

For more conte[t about the limitations of the data, please read our note about 

Indigenous, Pacific Islander, Multiracial and Other Race Americans. If \ouËd like to 

e[amine the percentage of deaths compared to the percentage of population b\ 

racial group for each state (which previousl\ appeared on this site), \ou can find 

this in our complete data file, available upon request. 

+ UNDERSTANDING AGE-ADJUSTED MORTALITY
RATES

Click to read more

MORTALITY RATES, ACTUAL & AGE-ADJUSTED

SEARCH BY STATE

(Use Shift + Ctrl to select more than one state)

 

SEARCH  

VIEW THE AGE-ADJUSTED RATES



COVID-19 DEATHS PER 100,000 PEOPLE, THROUGH MARCH 2, 2021

* Includes all available data from Washington, D.C., and the 50 states. Users are cautioned that the Indigenous rate is
calculated from just 43 states reporting Indigenous deaths, and the Pacific Islander rate from just 22 states reporting
such deaths. States emplo\ var\ing collection methods regarding ethnicit\ data. Denominator is built from data
aggregated from each state, aligned with their method. Users are cautioned that states do not uniforml\ report
Indigenous, Pacific Islander and other deaths, and man\ of these deaths are represented in "Other" race.

NoWeV: RaWHV ZHUH QRW FaOFXOaWHG ZKHQ WKHUH ZHUH IHZHU WKaQ 15 GHaWKV IRU a SaUWLFXOaU JURXS (UHVXOWLQJ LQ a ´0µ YaOXH LQ WKH

JUaSK). RaWHV IRU IQGLJHQRXV aQG PaFLILF IVOaQGHU UHVLGHQWV FRXOG RQO\ bH FaOFXOaWHG IRU VRPH VWaWHV. AGGLWLRQaOO\, UaWHV ZHUH

QRW FaOFXOaWHG IRU PXOWLUaFLaO SHRSOH, QRU WKRVH LGHQWLILHG aV ´OWKHUµ UaFH. OQ ASULO 15, 2021 WKH aJH-aGMXVWHG PRUWaOLW\ UaWH

IRU WKH QaWLRQ·V IQGLJHQRXV SRSXOaWLRQ ZaV FRUUHFWHG IURP ZKaW KaG SUHYLRXVO\ bHHQ SXbOLVKHG RQ WKLV SaJH.

ACTUAL MORTALITY RATES, OVER TIME

SEARCH BY STATE

 SEARCH

RATES OF DEATH FROM COVID-19 (PER 100,000 PEOPLE) IN ALL STATES, DEC. 8-MARCH 2,

2021



NoWeV: RaWHV ZHUH QRW FaOFXOaWHG ZKHQ WKHUH ZHUH IHZHU WKaQ 15 GHaWKV IRU a SaUWLFXOaU JURXS. RaWHV IRU IQGLJHQRXV aQG

PaFLILF IVOaQGHU UHVLGHQWV FRXOG RQO\ bH FaOFXOaWHG IRU VRPH VWaWHV. AGGLWLRQaOO\, UaWHV ZHUH QRW FaOFXOaWHG IRU WKRVH LGHQWLILHG

aV ´OWKHUµ UaFH. AOO LQWHUYaOV aUH WZR ZHHNV aSaUW. DaWa IRU 12/22, 1/19 aQG 2/16 KaV bHHQ LQWHUSROaWHG. UVHUV aUH FaXWLRQHG

WKaW bRWK HVWLPaWHV RI GHaWKV aQG UaWHV JUaSKHG RYHU WLPH KaYH VOLJKW LGLRV\QFUaVLHV LQFOXGLQJ RFFaVLRQaO UHGXFWLRQV. WH

FaSWXUH GaWa aW a SRLQW LQ WLPH, aIWHU ZKLFK SURYLVLRQaO GaWa VRPHWLPHV JHWV baFN-UHYLVHG b\ VWaWHV aIWHU UHYLHZ. E.J.

THQQHVVHH'V FRXQW RI LaWLQR GHaWKV ZaV GRZQZaUGO\ UHYLVHG IURP 288 RQ 1/5 WR 274 RQ 2/2, UHVXOWLQJ LQ a GHFOLQLQJ (FRUUHFWHG)

UaWH. DaWa IRU VWaWHV WKaW SRVW RQO\ SHUFHQWaJHV aUH PRUH SURQH WR URXQGLQJ HUURUV, aV ZH KaYH KaG WR HVWLPaWH QXPbHU RI

GHaWKV. FRU WKHVH UHaVRQV, aOO GaWa VKRXOG bH FRQVLGHUHG aSSUR[LPaWH. SRPH VWaWHV KaYH FKaQJHG WKHLU WUHaWPHQW RI HWKQLFLW\

RYHU WLPH. POHaVH FRQWaFW XV IRU aGGLWLRQaO GHWaLOV.

DEATHS BY RACE & ETHNICITY, OVER TIME

SEARCH BY STATE

 SEARCH

CUMULATIVE U.S. COVID-19 DEATHS BY RACE/ETHNICITY IN ALL STATES, DEC. 8, 2020-

MARCH 2, 2021



NoWeV: AOO LQWHUYaOV aUH WZR ZHHNV aSaUW. DaWa IRU 12/22, 1/19 aQG 2/16 KaV bHHQ LQWHUSROaWHG. A VPaOO aPRXQW RI GRXbOH-

FRXQWLQJ RI LQGLYLGXaOV RFFXUV LQ WKLV JUaSK LQ VWaWHV ZKHUH LaWLQR HWKQLFLW\ LV UHSRUWHG RYHUOaSSLQJ ZLWK UaFH JURXSV, aV ZHOO aV

WKH WRWaOV IRU WKH QaWLRQ. UVHUV aUH FaXWLRQHG WKaW bRWK HVWLPaWHV RI GHaWKV aQG UaWHV JUaSKHG RYHU WLPH KaYH VOLJKW

LGLRV\QFUaVLHV LQFOXGLQJ RFFaVLRQaO UHGXFWLRQV. WH FaSWXUH GaWa aW a SRLQW LQ WLPH, aIWHU ZKLFK SURYLVLRQaO GaWa VRPHWLPHV JHWV

baFN-UHYLVHG b\ VWaWHV aIWHU UHYLHZ. E.J. THQQHVVHH'V FRXQW RI LaWLQR GHaWKV ZaV GRZQZaUGO\ UHYLVHG IURP 288 RQ 1/5 WR 274 RQ

2/2. DaWa IRU VWaWHV WKaW SRVW RQO\ SHUFHQWaJHV aUH PRUH SURQH WR URXQGLQJ HUURUV, aV ZH KaYH KaG WR HVWLPaWH QXPbHU RI

GHaWKV. FRU WKHVH UHaVRQV, aOO GaWa VKRXOG bH FRQVLGHUHG aSSUR[LPaWH. SRPH VWaWHV KaYH FKaQJHG WKHLU WUHaWPHQW RI HWKQLFLW\

RYHU WLPH. POHaVH FRQWaFW XV IRU aGGLWLRQaO GHWaLOV.

REPORTED DEATHS BY RACE & ETHNICITY, 
TOTALS

SEARCH BY STATE

(Use Shift + Ctrl to select more than one state)

 SEARCH

COVID-19 DEATHS BY RACE AND ETHNICITY, THROUGH MARCH 2, 2021



* Includes all available data from Washington, D.C., and the 50 states. States emplo\ var\ing collection methods
regarding ethnicit\ data. Our sum is built from data collected from each state (or reported to the CDC b\ the state),
aligned with their method. Users are cautioned that states do not uniforml\ report Indigenous, Pacific Islander and
other deaths, and man\ of these deaths are represented in "Other" race.

FOCUS ON ASIAN AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð 17,747 Asian Americans are known to have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 3,728 new deaths reported among 

Asians since our last report four weeks earlier, which is a significant 

acceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (2,949).

Ð Nationwide, Asian Americans have e[perienced 3.6% of all deaths of known 

race, while the\ represent 5.6% of the population.

(Note: Ari]ona, Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Me[ico, North 

Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin report deaths for Asians and Pacific 

Islanders jointl\, so a small number of Pacific Islanders are included in our 

reporting on Asian Americans. Denominators for those states include both 

groups.)

AcXYal morXaliX] raXe



Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 96 Asians 

have died from the coronavirus, a mortalit\ rate considerabl\ below Latino 

(147) and White Americans (150), and well below Pacific Islander (177), 

Black (180) and Indigenous Americans (256). 

Ð In seven states, more than 1 in 1,000 Asian residents has died (i.e., more 

than 100 per 100,000), the highest losses among Asians an\where in the U.S. 

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, Asian Americans have the lowest age-adjusted mortalit\ rates 

(117 per 100,000), followed b\ White Americans (121). 

Ð Adjusted for age, the states of South Dakota (354), New York (227), Nevada 

(205), Minnesota (202) and Iowa (181) have seen the highest COVID-19 

mortalit\ rates (per 100,000) among their Asian residents. 

Asian Americans: Age-adjusted COVID-19
mortality rates, through March 2, 2021
DeaXhW TeV 100,000 AWiaR VeWideRXW. FSV all U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZailable daXa, [heVe
15 SV mSVe deaXhW amSRg AWiaR VeWideRXW haZe SccYVVed.
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The RaXiSR[ide VaXe iW 117.0. A VaXe [aW RSX calcYlaXed fSV Xhe DiWXVicX Sf CSlYmbia aW iX did
RSX meeX Xhe VeTSVXiRg XhVeWhSld. IRdiVecX age-adjYWXmeRX haW beeR YWed. AVi^SRa,
CSRRecXicYX Dela[aVe MichigaR Ne[ Me\icS NSVXh CaVSliRa ViVgiRia aRd WiWcSRWiR VeTSVX



FOCUS ON BLACK AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð 73,236bBlack Americans are known to have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 10,029 new deaths reported among 

Black Americans since our last report four weeks earlier, which is a 

significant acceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (7,627).

Ð Nationwide, Black Americans have e[perienced 14.9% of all deaths of 

known race, but represent 12.4% of the population.

AcXYal morXaliX] raXe

Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 180 Black 

people have died from the coronavirus, the second-highest actual mortalit\ 

rate of all groups, behind onl\ Indigenous people (256). Asian (96), Latino 

(147), White (150) and Pacific Islander Americans (177) have lower rates.

Ð In 33 states and the District of Columbia, more than 1 in 1,000 Black 

residents has died (i.e., more than 100 per 100,000). 

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, Black people are 2.0 times more likel\ to have died as White 

people, and 2.1 times more likel\ to have died as Asian people, when age is 

taken into account. 

Ð Adjusted for age, the states of New York (429), New Jerse\ (372), Connecticut 

(353), Louisiana (333) and Michigan (328) have seen the highest COVID-19 

mortalit\ rates (per 100,000) among their Black residents. 



Black Americans: Age-adjYsted COVID-19
mortalit] rates, throYgh March 2, 2021
DeaXhW TeV 100,000 Black VeWidenXW. FoV all U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZailable daXa, [heVe
15 oV moVe deaXhW among Black VeWidenXW haZe occYVVed.

100 200 300 �00

The naXion[ide VaXe iW 240 6 The VaXe foV Xhe DiWXVicX of ColYmbia iW 253 5 IndiVecX age

FOCUS ON INDIGENOUS AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð At least 5,477 Indigenous Americans have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 973 new deaths reported among 

Indigenous people since our last report four weeks earlier, which is a slight 

acceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (956).

(Note: This total is a known under-count. Numerous states report Indigenous 

deaths in the Other categor\, so we cannot see those numbers uniquel\.)

Ð Indigenous Americans have e[perienced 1.3% of the deaths of known race 

(in the 43 states reporting one or more Indigenous deaths), but represent 



0.8% of the population in those states.

AcXYal morXaliX] raXe

Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 256 

Indigenous people have died from the coronavirus, the highest actual 

mortalit\ rate of all racial and ethnic groups. Asian (96), Latino (147), White 

(150), Pacific Islander (177) and Black Americans (180) have a lower actual 

mortalit\ rate than Indigenous people. 

(Note: Users are cautioned that this ÍnationwideÎ mortalit\ rate for 

Indigenous people was constructed onl\ from the 43 states reporting such 

deaths.) 

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, Indigenous people are 3.3 times more likel\ to have died as 

White and Asian people, when age is taken into account.

Ð Adjusted for age, the states of Mississippi (1,466), New Me[ico (904), 

Montana (861), Ari]ona (845) and North Dakota (842) have seen the highest 

COVID-19 mortalit\ rates (per 100,000) among their Indigenous residents. 

Ð Note: On April 15, 2021 the age-adjusted mortalit\ rate for the nationËs 

Indigenous population was corrected from what had previousl\ been 

published on this page.



Indigenous Americans: Age-adjusted COVID-19
mortality rates, through March 2, 2021
DeaXhW TeV 100,000 IRdigeRSYW VeWideRXW. FSV aPP U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZaiPabPe daXa,
[heVe 15 SV QSVe deaXhW aQSRg IRdigeRSYW VeWideRXW haZe SccYVVed.
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The RaXiSR[ide VaXe (baWed SR Xhe 43 WXaXeW VeTSVXiRg) iW 401.3. A VaXe [aW RSX caPcYPaXed fSV
Xhe DiWXVicX Sf CSPYQbia aW iX did RSX QeeX Xhe VeTSVXiRg XhVeWhSPd. IRdiVecX age-adNYWXQeRX
haW beeR YWed PSTYPaXiSR daXa fVSQ Xhe U S CeRWYW BYVeaY 2015-2019 AQeVicaR

FOCUS ON LATINO AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð 89,071 Latino Americans are known to have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 16,780 new deaths reported among 

Latinos since our last report four weeks earlier, which is a significant 

acceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (11,993). 

Ð Latino Americans have e[perienced 18.1% of all deaths of known race, and 

represent 18.4% of the population.



AcXYal morXaliX] raXe

Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 147 Latino 

people have died from the coronavirus, a mortalit\ rate considerabl\ above 

Asian (96) people, slightl\ below White people (150), and well below Pacific 

Islander (177), Black (180) and Indigenous people (256).

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, Latino people are 2.4 times more likel\ to have died as White 

and Asian people, when age is taken into account.

Ð Adjusted for age, New York (448), Ari]ona (413), North Dakota (398), New 

Jerse\ (373) and Te[as (341) have seen the highest COVID-19 mortalit\ rates 

(per 100,000) among their Latino residents. 

Latino Americans: Age-adjusted COVID-19
mortalit] rates, through March 2, 2021
DeaXhW TeV 100,000 LaXino VeWidenXW. FoV all U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZailable daXa,
[heVe 15 oV moVe deaXhW among LaXino VeWidenXW haZe occYVVed.
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The naXion[ide VaXe iW 286 5 The VaXe foV Xhe DiWXVicX of ColYmbia iW 316 7 IndiVecX age



FOCUS ON PACIFIC ISLANDER AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð At least 830 Pacific Islander Americans have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 124 new deaths reported among 

Pacific Islanders since our last report four weeks earlier, which is a 

deceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (182). 

(Note: This total is a known under-count. Numerous states report Pacific 

Islander deaths in the Other categor\, so we cannot see those numbers 

uniquel\.) 

Ð Pacific Islander Americans have e[perienced at least 0.3% of all deaths of 

known race (in 22 states reporting an\ deaths), while representing 0.3% of 

the population in those states.

AcXYal morXaliX] raXe

Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 177 Pacific 

Islander people have died from the coronavirus, an actual mortalit\ rate 

well above Asian (96), Latino (147) and White people (150), slightl\ below 

Black people (180), and well below Indigenous people (256). 

(Note: Users are cautioned that the ÍnationwideÎ mortalit\ rate for Pacific 

Islander people was constructed from onl\ 22 states reporting such deaths.) 

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, Pacific Islanders are 2.6 times more likel\ to have died as White 

people, and 2.7 times more likel\ to have died as Asian people, when age is 

taken into account. 

Ð Adjusted for age, the states of Arkansas (2,598), Illinois (1,437), Oklahoma 

(1,043), Alaska (698) and Utah (588) have seen the highest COVID-19 

mortalit\ rates (per 100,000) among their small populations of Pacific 

Islander residents. 



Paci¦c Islander Americans: Age-adjusted COVID-
19 mortalit] rates, through March 2, 2021
DeaXhW TeV 100,000 Paci¦c IWPaRdeV VeWideRXW. FSV aPP U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZaiPabPe
daXa, [heVe 15 SV QSVe deaXhW aQSRg Paci¦c IWPaRdeV VeWideRXW haZe SccYVVed.
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The "RaXiSR[ide" VaXe (baWed SR 22 VeTSVXiRg WXaXeW) iW 312.0. A VaXe [aW RSX caPcYPaXed fSV
Xhe DiWXVicX Sf CSPYQbia aW iX did RSX QeeX Xhe VeTSVXiRg XhVeWhSPd. IRdiVecX age-adNYWXQeRX
haW beeR YWed. PSTYPaXiSR daXa fVSQ Xhe U.S. CeRWYW BYVeaY, 2015-2019 AQeVicaR
CSQQYRiX] SYVZe] ¦Ze ]eaV eWXiQaXeW

FOCUS ON WHITE AMERICANS

LiZeW loWX Xo daXe

Ð 299,915 White Americans are known to have lost their lives to COVID-19 

through Tuesda\, March 2. There were 58,475 new deaths reported among 

White Americans since our last report four weeks earlier, which was a 

significant acceleration of losses over the preceding four weeks (47,249). 

Ð White Americans have e[perienced 60.8% of all deaths with known race, 

while representing 60.8% of the population.



AcXYal morXaliX] raXe

Ð For each 100,000 Americans (of their respective group), about 150 White 

people have died from the coronavirus, a mortalit\ rate well above Asian 

people (96), slightl\ above Latino people (147), and well below Pacific 

Islander (177), Black (180) and Indigenous people (256). 

Age-adjYWXed morXaliX] raXe

Ð Nationwide, White Americans are onl\ slightl\ more likel\ to have died of 

COVID-19 than Asian Americans, who have the lowest rate, when age is 

taken into consideration. 

Ð Adjusted for age, the states of North Dakota (198), Massachusetts (195), 

Louisiana (180), Mississippi (178) and New Jerse\ (178) have seen the 

highest COVID-19 mortalit\ rates among their White residents. 

White Americans: Age-adjusted COVID-19
mortalit] rates, through March 2, 2021 
DeaXhW per 100,000 WhiXe reWidenXW. For all U.S. WXaXeW [iXh aZailable daXa, [here
15 or more deaXhW among WhiXe reWidenXW haZe occYrred.
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NOTE ABOUT INDIGENOUS, PACIFIC ISLANDER, 
MULTIRACIAL & OTHER RACE AMERICANS 

COVID-19 mortalit\ data for Americans who are Indigenous, Native Hawaiian or 

Other Pacific Islanders, Some Other race, or Multiracial is inconsistentl\ 

reported b\ man\ states. Users ma\ request RXU cRPSOHWH daWa ILOH to better 

understand the loss of life in these groups as well. Users are cautioned that 

Indigenous and Pacific Islander people appear in the ÍOtherÎ group in man\ 

states, along with Multiracial Americans and in a few cases, Asian Americans. 

WH cRQWLQXH WR adYRcaWH IRU cRPSOHWH, cRQVLVWHQW UHSRUWLQJ IRU aOO UacLaO 

aQd HWKQLc JURXSV. 

HOW DID THE APM RESEARCH LAB OBTAIN THE 
DATA?

The APM Research Lab has independentl\ compiled and anal\]ed these 

mortalit\ data for Washington, D.C. and all states. At the time of this writing, 

onl\ North Dakota and West Virginia did not \et publicl\ release COVID-19 

mortalit\ data b\ race and ethnicit\ on their state health department websites. 

For these two states, we have supplemented our data file using data reported to 

the National Center for Health Statistics, a division of the CDC. Note that these 

data have some time lag and often have suppressed data (i.e., data hidden for 

privac\Ës sake), especiall\ for groups other than White Americans. Nonetheless, 

their inclusion improves the picture of COVID-19 mortalit\ for the entire United 

States.

In the case where a state is publicl\ releasing its mortalit\ data, but the CDC data 

was found to be more robust, we have also opted to use the CDC data. This is the 

case for the following 13 states: California, Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Kentuck\, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, Oklahoma, Penns\lvania, South Carolina 

and Te[as, as well as the balance of New York outside of New York Cit\ (which is 



reported separatel\). The result is the most comprehensive and up-to-date 

portrait of COVID-19 mortalit\ b\ race and ethnicit\ for the U.S.

SoYrce of Color of CoronaZirYs morXaliX] daXa b]
sXaXe

SXaXe [ebWiXe

CDC daXa,
more cYrrenX

CDC daXa,
onl] WoYrce

The CDC data is lagged and has a degree of data suppression. However, we use CDC data
when states do not publicly report mortality statistics by race or when the CDC data is found
to be more robust than the data found on state websites. In the case of New York, CDC data
was used only for the balance of the state outside of New York City which reports its own

Racial detail on Americans who have died of COVID-19 was available for 94% of 

all deaths to dateÉa vast improvement from the 38% that were known when our 

Color of Coronavirus project began tracking these data in earl\ April. However, 

nearl\ 29,000 reported deaths do not have racial or ethnic details available at 

this point in time. 

Well oZer 500,000 AmericanW haZe 
no[ died of COVID-19. DaXa aboYX 
race and eXhniciX] iW aZailable for 94% 
of XheWe deaXhW.

 

However, it should be noted that even among states releasing COVID-19 data b\ 

the race of the deceased, the data is often incomplete or nonuniform. Several 

states release onl\ percentages, not counts of deaths, requiring us to estimate the 

data rather than know precisel\ how communities have been affected. Man\ 



states also fail to report smaller populations uniquel\, obscuring the picture for 

Indigenous Americans, Pacific Islanders and other groups. All of these reporting 

shortcomings render our picture of the virusË toll incomplete and make it more 

difficult to assess the disproportionate impacts on communities.

WH caOO RQ VWaWH aQd ORcaO KHaOWK dHSaUWPHQWV WR UHOHaVH WLPHO\ daWa abRXW 

COVID-19 dHaWKV ZLWK aV cRPSOHWH UacLaO aQd HWKQLc dHWaLO aV LV SRVVLbOH. AV 

WKH daWa UHSRUWLQJ LPSURYHV, VR WRR ZLOO RXU XQdHUVWaQdLQJ RI WKH 

dHYaVWaWLQJ LPSacW RI WKLV dLVHaVH. TKLV ZLOO LQIRUP VWaWHV aQd cRPPXQLWLHV 

abRXW KRZ WR dLUHcW UHVRXUcHV PRUH HTXLWabO\ aV ZHOO.

REQUEST OUR COMPLETE DATA FILE

EXPLORE OUR COLOR OF CORONAVIRUS: 2020 
YEAR IN REVIEW PAGE, WITH ADDITIONAL 

GRAPHS & INSIGHTS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

SOURCES

State and local health department or other governmental reporting bodies, and the National Center for Health Statistics. In
a few cases, we have upwardl\ revised total counts of deaths (not b\ race) to conform with the New York Times' latest
database. Estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau's 2019 (latest) American Communit\ Surve\ were used for calculations
regarding population b\ race/ethnicit\ and age for all groups e[cept Indigenous and Pacific Islanders. For these two groups,
we have used the 2015-2019 American Communit\ Surve\ five-\ear estimates to improve reliabilit\ for small groups.
Importantl\, we have aligned population data with each geograph\'s method of collecting and reporting data (i.e., if Latino
ethnicit\ is overlapping with race groups or discrete, and whether race groups are reported "alone" or "alone or in
combination"). All calculations and subsequent anal\sis b\ APM Research Lab.

NOTES

Deaths of unknown race are e[cluded prior to calculating percentages and rates. Presumed or probable deaths due to
COVID-19 are included here in our death counts. Man\ of the data sources have labeled their data preliminar\. In some
cases, percentages will differ from those given b\ health departments due to our method of e[cluding deaths with an
unknown race from the denominator before calculating percentages. Additionall\ states emplo\ var\ing collection methods
regarding ethnicit\ data, which results in percentages summing to more than 100%. Where states have reported onl\



percentages, we have estimated deaths b\ racial subgroups; these deaths ma\ differ b\ small amounts from actual due to
rounding errors. States can improve this reporting b\ releasing complete data.

Data for Indigenous, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islanders, and other races are tallied separatel\ in some states, but
e[ist in "other" in other states, due to inconsistent reporting among states.

Mortalit\ rates are presented in two wa\s on this page: 1) As "crude" rates, meaning no adjustment has been made to
standardi]e var\ing age distributions in the populations. These are labeled "actual mortalit\ rates," as the\ reflect the
actual death rates e[perienced in the population groups. 2) As indirectl\ age-adjusted mortalit\ rates. Because the White
population is older on balance in nearl\ all locations, age-adjusting generall\ widens disparities between White Americans
and other populations.

To create our age-adjusted death rates b\ race and ethnicit\, we first calculated an Íe[pectedÎ death rate for each race
group b\ state and the nation overall. We did so b\ multipl\ing the latest national age-specific death rates from COVID-19 b\
age-specific population shares for each race group within each of the geographies (sourced from the 2019 American
Communit\ Surve\). We then divided the crude death rates for each race and geograph\ b\ the e[pected race-based death
rate we calculated (resulting in Standard Mortalit\ Ratios), and finall\ multiplied b\ the nationwide overall crude death
rate. The result is an Indirect Adjusted Death Rate (IADR) of COVID-19 b\ race.

We indirectl\ adjusted these data for age because direct age-adjustment was not possible; timel\ and complete COVID-19
mortalit\ data b\ race and age group is not being released for all or even most states. However, users are cautioned that
indirect standardi]ation is done to appro[imate the impact resulting from var\ing age distributions in cases because age-
specific death rates are not available. Indirect standardi]ation ma\ deviate more from directl\ age-adjusted rates when
comparing two populations that differ significantl\ in their age distribution, as race groups ma\. For this reason, data from
individual states that are directl\ age-adjusted should be considered superior. For more on direct and indirect methods of
standardi]ation see this CDC publication.
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